
 

 

 
BHS200 – Research Methods 

Fall 2017 
Tuesday / Thursday, 10:00 am to 11:15 am 

Room TBD 

 
Instructor Information 

 

Instructor  Evan Curtis 

Email   evan_curtis@boothuc.ca 

Phone   (204) 924-4881 

Office   320 Waldron Building 

Office Hours  Monday / Friday, 10:00 am to 11:30 am 

 

Calendar Description 

 

The course introduces students to the methods used in the scientific study of human behaviour 

and provides students with the necessary knowledge and skills in order to critically evaluate 

social sciences literature. Students will gain the ability to formulate research hypotheses, design 

research proposals, and prepare appropriate written reports. 

 

Prerequisites 

 

Minimum grade of C in SOC100, PSY120 and PSY121, or PSY105.   

 

Textbook / Readings 

 

Gravetter, F. J. & Forzano, L. B. (2016). Research Methods for the Behavioral Sciences, 5
th

 

editon. Wadsworth Publishing.  

 

Supplementary readings provided by the instructor throughout the course 

  

 

 

 

mailto:evan_curtis@boothuc.ca


 

 

Course Overview 

 

This course will introduce you to the standard methods and techniques that psychological 

scientists use to examine behaviour. You will learn about the full scientific process, starting with 

generating hypotheses, and moving through problems in measuring variables, designing 

experiments, sampling participants, and collecting data. We will discuss ethical issues in 

conducting psychological research. We will also learn how to read and evaluate scientific 

reports, write according to APA formatting standards, and prepare research proposals.  

 

This is NOT a statistics course. Chapter 15 in the textbook provides a surface-level introduction 

to data analysis, but that is beyond the scope of this course and you can ignore it. BHS300, 

Statistics for Behavioural Sciences, and BHS301, Application of Statistics and Quantitative 

Research, focus on statistical analysis in great detail. When statistical methods are discussed, it 

will be on a surface level and only for illustrative purposes. You will not need to compute 

statistics on any exams.  

 

Course Objectives 

 

At the end of this course, you will have developed a number of crucial skills for psychological 

research, general academics, and the non-academic job market. Some of the keys skills you will 

have developed by the end of the course are: 

 

 The ability to understand the full research process 

 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of particular methods and designs 

 Locate and understand literature relevant to your interests 

 Utilize theoretical frameworks to develop firm, testable hypotheses 

 Operationally define variables to measure constructs 

 Develop and understand methods of data collection 

 Design experiments 

 Critically evaluate scientific writing and results 

 Navigate the complex ethical considerations in psychological research 

 Develop written research proposals 

 

As in any academic course, you will also continue to develop important generalizable skills, such 

as: 

 

 Time management 

 Integration of complex information 

 Concise written communication 

 Direct application of abstract knowledge 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Course Conduct 

 

 I understand that occasional circumstances might arise that will make you late for class. 

However, please try to arrive on time as much as possible 

 If you are late, please come in with as little disruption as possible. Do not ask me to 

repeat material. Instead, see me after class about anything you might have missed. 

 Turn your phones off or to silent during class. You should not have your phone out unless 

you are expecting an important call (e.g., a loved one is in the hospital). If you are unsure 

what counts as important, just ask me.  

 Do not talk with other students while I am talking. Students often think that whispering 

does not disrupt the class, but it most definitely does.  

 Not talking is especially important when your peers are speaking. I am used to talking 

over people, but your peers might not be. Speaking in class can be stressful; do not make 

it any worse. 

 When you email me, please include your name and the course number. I will learn your 

names quickly, but including the information in an email helps me stay organized.  

 Check the syllabus before asking me questions, the answer might already be there.  

 

Policies on Late Assignments and Missed Exams 

 

Assignments submitted late without legitimate reason will be accepted within one week of the 

deadline, but 10% will be deducted from the final grade per day. After one week, the assignment 

will not be accepted. If an exam is missed without legitimate reason, you will receive a zero. 

 

If you cannot submit an assignment on time with legitimate reason, you need to contact me as 

quickly as possible. We can make arrangements based on the situation, but in general you will be 

given an additional week to complete the assignment. If you miss an exam with legitimate 

reason, you must make arrangements to write a make-up exam, generally within a week of the 

original exam. All legitimate reasons must be accompanied with documentation.  

 

Under no circumstances does a vacation count as a legitimate reason.  

 

Grade Components 

 

Mid-Term Exam    20% 

Final Exam     20% 

Written Research Proposal   30% 

Ethics Reflection    10% 

Research Critique    10% 

Reading Quizzes    10% 

 

Each grade component is described in detail below. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Exams 
 

You will be tested on the materials covered in the textbook, in lecture, and any supplemental 

readings I provide. The exam format is negotiable and will be discussed starting in the first class. 

The exams will technically be non-cumulative, but please note that the later material builds upon, 

and therefore requires an understanding of, the earlier material. 

 

Written Research Proposal 

 

Over the span of the course, you will apply your knowledge to write a proposal for a planned 

experiment or set of experiments. Writing a proposal takes a large amount of time and effort, so 

you will need to work on it throughout the entire semester. As a result, the assignment will be 

handed out early, and I will keep track of your progress. The proposal will require a small 

literature review, and statement of hypotheses, an outline of your experimental methods, your 

expected results, and a discussion of theoretical implications.  

 

Ethics Reflection 

 

I will give you a set of papers discussing an ethical issue in psychological research. You will 

read the papers and engage in an online forum discussion.  

 

Research Critique 

 

I will provide a selection of research articles. You will select and read one of the articles. You 

will post a brief summary of the article, along with a point of criticism, on an online forum. You 

will also engage in a discussion of other students’ critiques.  

 

Reading Quizzes 

 

Each class covers material from the textbook. Before each class, there will be a short quiz posted 

on the course website. You need to complete each quiz before the start of the relevant class. The 

quizzes will be short, only containing a few multiple-choice questions. Note that Chapter 1 will 

NOT be quizzed (but is still eligible for the first exam).  

 

Grade Points to Letter Grades 

 

Letter Range Letter Range Letter Range Letter Range 

A+ 90 - 100 A 80 - 89 B+ 75 - 79 B 70 - 74 

C+ 65 - 69 C 60 - 64 D 50 - 59 F 0 - 49 

 

Grades will be rounded up at the halfway mark (i.e., .5), and rounded down otherwise. For 

example, 84.50 would round up to an A, 84.49 would round down to a B.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Academic Policies  
 

Academic Integrity 

https://www.boothuc.ca/pdf/2016-2017%20Academic%20Calendar.pdf (page 23)  

 

It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work or a 

portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism harm both the 

student and the reputation of the University College.  Plagiarism or any form of cheating in 

examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic penalty that may 

include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal 

from the University College, or other serious consequences.  Plagiarism or cheating in a course 

in which a student is cross-registered with the University of Manitoba may lead to disciplinary 

action by the University according to its policies. 

 

To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 

short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to 

state the source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 

acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether quoted 

directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well as to 

written material and materials or information from Internet sources.  Failure to do so constitutes 

plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits an 

assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the answer or 

answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment.  

 

At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed 

plagiarism tutorial. 

 

Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic Dean 

before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean.  

 

The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 

allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then make a 

determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 

appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 

Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 

College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 

Academic Appeals). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Letter Grades and Equivalent Grade Points 

https://www.boothuc.ca/pdf/2016-2017%20Academic%20Calendar.pdf (page 25) 

 

A+  (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior 

organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize; a superior grasp of the subject 

matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. A final grade 

of A+ may be awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 

organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize; an excellent grasp of the subject 

matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, 

demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize; a very good grasp of the subject matter; 

evidence of good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under 

examination; very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B  (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of 

critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under 

examination; evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject 

matter; evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the 

relevant issues under examination; evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C  (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; 

some evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in 

the material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 

D  (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject 

matter and some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F   (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of 

the subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use 

of the literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

The College does not use a standard percentage scale to correspond to the letter grade and grade 

points. If an instructor intends to use a percentage scale, that scale will be included in the course 

syllabus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones in BUC Classrooms  

https://www.boothuc.ca/pdf/2016-2017%20Academic%20Calendar.pdf (page 31)  

 

We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement 

between professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom only 

for the purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including email), 

downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require the express 

permission of the instructor. Social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and 

other related activities are not permitted in Booth classrooms. The use of personal computers and 

other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege which may be withdrawn at the discretion 

of the instructor. 

 

Policy on Unclaimed Term Work  

It is the student’s responsibility to claim all term work, assignments or tests.  

Any term work that has not been claimed by students will be held for a period of four months 

from the end of final exam period for the term in which the work was assigned. At the 

conclusion of this time, all unclaimed term work will be destroyed according to FIPPA 

guidelines.  

 

Withdrawal  

Permission to withdraw from a course after the Voluntary Withdrawal date will be granted only 

by special consideration from the Academic Dean. Only unusual circumstances (e.g., serious 

illness or death of a family member) will warrant such permission. Students are not permitted to 

withdraw from courses to avoid failure. When a W is recorded for a course, no hours are 

credited, nor are grade points calculated.  

 

Voluntary Withdrawal Date  

Any student who is considering withdrawing from the course is requested to speak with the 

instructor and contact the Booth University College Registrar at 924-4861 and/or your program 

advisor. 

 

Voluntary Withdrawal Date  November 3
rd

, 2017 

 

Time Extension Application Date  November 24
th

, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Tentative Course Schedule 

 

Date Topic(s) Readings Assignments 

Sep 07 Course Introduction   

Sep 12 The Scientific Method and Process Ch. 1 WRP handed out 

Sep 14 Hypothesis Generation and Refinement Ch. 2  

Sep 19 Defining and Measuring Variables Ch. 3  

Sep 21 Defining and Measuring Variables Ch. 3  

Sep 26 Research Ethics Ch. 4 ER handed out 

Sep 28 Selecting Samples from Populations Ch. 5  

Oct 03 Research Strategies and Validity Ch. 6  

Oct 05 Research Strategies and Validity Ch. 6 WRP Hypothesis Statement 

due 

Oct 10 Reading Week   

Oct 12 Reading Week   

Oct 17 Exam Review  ER due 

Oct 19 Mid-Term Exam   

Oct 24 Scientific Writing and APA Formatting Ch. 16  

Oct 26 Proposal Workshop   

Oct 31 Descriptive and Observational Research Ch. 13  

Nov 02 Correlational Research Ch. 12 RC handed out 

Nov 07 Experimental Research Ch. 7 WRP First Draft due 

Nov 09 Between-Subjects Designs Ch. 8  

Nov 14 Within-Subjects Designs Ch. 9  

Nov 16 Non- and Quasi-Experimental Designs Ch. 10  

Nov 21 Factorial Designs Ch. 11  

Nov 23  Single-Subject Research Ch. 14 RC due 

Nov 28 Proposal Workshop   

Nov 30 Exam Review  WRP Final Draft due 

Dec 05 Course Wrap Up and Reflection   

 

 

The Final Exam will take place between December 7
th

 and 13
th

 – exact date TBD. 

 

Acronyms: 

 

WRP – Written Research Proposal 

ER – Ethics Reflections 

RC – Research Critique 

 

Please note that the schedule is subject to change based on the combined needs and interests of 

the class. If you need me to spend more time on a concept, please say so.   


